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Carver – Mr Lawrence
Goodall - Mrs Kreczman / Miss Henry

Tesla - Miss Puvaneswara
Turing – Mr Panesar

Bloom - Miss Grinsted
Eliot – Mrs Le Voir-Matthews / 

Miss Wightwick
Silverstein - Mr Southren
Zephaniah – Miss Harris

Jemison - Mr West
Peake - Mr Kim

Sharman - Miss Rolfe
Wakata - Miss Duncombe/Mrs Harvey

Dear Parents,

Welcome back to the Spring term and happy new year!  Things, as ever, are busy in school. The children across 
various year groups are enjoying dance workshops, themed history days, a whole school science day and 
various sporty competitions. Year 5 have been out and about on the local roads as they undertake their 
bikeability course and Year 3 have been to the Science Museum in London. Please see our date card here for all 
the key school events this term.  

Thank you for not using mobile phones in the school grounds.  It is lovely to see parents talking to their child 
about their day and chatting to other families while they wait to pick up. Also, please label all items of uniform. It 
is so much easier to hand things back to children! 

We have been trialling a different start to the day for the older children in years 5 and 6, allowing them to go to 
their classroom unaccompanied. This has been working well and we will continue with this for now. It has helped 
with congestion on the stairs and feels calmer as the children gradually enter their classroom. If you need to 
share any information with your child’s class teacher, please let the office know and they will make sure they 
receive it. 

Please can I remind families who use the entrance between the 2 schools via the field (near the Infant Muga) 
that it is still wet and slippery, especially down the steps/slope. We strongly advise for families to walk around via 
the Honeycomb/Great Hall using the pathways, especially if they have buggies when the ground is wet or soft. 

Finally, please remember that after the half term holiday we have an INSET day for staff, so children return to 
school on Tuesday 24th, which is also book week. If your child would like to, they can dress up on Friday 27th as 
a word ie golden, magical, brave etc, or as a book character . Please see book week letter here for further 
information. 

Best wishes, Mrs Utting
Headteacher 

https://www.burlingtonj.kingston.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=5686&type=pdf
https://www.burlingtonj.kingston.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=5713&type=pdf


We Are Super Learners…

Year 3

Our House Captains have been busy finding out what our pupils have been learning 
about over the past few weeks.

Year 4
On Science Day, Year 4 really enjoyed dressing up as people - a teacher, a red arrow pilot and 
biologists. They also enjoyed the experiment in which they put different biscuits in water, The best 
biscuit for dunking was the shortbread but the worst by far was the ginger nut. On Roman Day, 
they dressed up as Romans and took part in a  workshop. They also did a quiz and they saw 
replicas of artefacts. One pupil was allowed to wear some armour and had the fun experience of 
being a roman soldier. They enjoyed Roman Day a lot. There were 18 questions in the quiz they 
completed, one of them was how many slaves does a rich lady need to do her makeup? They 
really loved Roman day. 
Written by Helene and Arabella

This half term, Year 3 have enjoyed writing in English a lot. They like writing stories and have also 
enjoyed maths and working out problems. In History they have been learning about the stone age era. 
They are also enjoying learning to play the recorders in music. On Science Day, they liked dressing up 
and also enjoyed doing the experiment -  crumbling cookies in the water. When Year 3 went to the 
science museum on a school trip, they liked seeing the different types of science discoveries. They 
enjoyed learning through play in the play area which had lots of scientific toys and experiments. They 
also loved learning new facts and they loved seeing the inventions that help with science.
Written by Sabrina and Phoebe 

                                      



We Are Super Learners…

Year 5

Our House Captains have been busy finding out what our pupils have been learning 
about over the past few weeks.

Year 6 - Victorian Day.

Year 6's highlight on Victorian Day was when the teachers were behaving like Victorian teachers as it 
was funny to watch them acting a different way. They also liked the activities such as  the ink writing 
and the poster. They thought the workshop was great! On Science Day, Year 6 enjoyed the biscuit 
dunking in hot and cold-water experiment because it was great fun. The highlight was that we got to 
dress up in different jobs that used science! It was interesting seeing what other people dressed up 
as.

Written by Isobel and Daniel

On Science Day, they really enjoyed the experiment dunking the biscuits, dressing 
up and seeing what everyone else was wearing. Year 5 also enjoyed seeing the 
infants because they got to share their experiment results with each other. Some 
of Year 5 are also completing their bikeability award. They have enjoyed riding on 
the roads safely and learning about different turns and signals to give to drivers. 
They feel a lot safer because they are able to ride a bike on the roads without any 
worries.

Written by Sachin and Aleksi
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We Are Super Learners…
144 Club - Our New Members
Congratulations to our children who have 
become members of the 144 Club this month 
after working hard on their multiplication and 
division facts. 

A big ‘well done’ to :

Year 3 - Ashwinii, Ethan, Eva, Hashir, Hyomin, 
Imogen, Omar, Rayna

Year 4 - Zelda, Zuhair

Year 5 - Daaim

Year 6 - Anabia, April, Clara, Darcey, Hannan, Helene, 
Martha, Maryam A, Rahmeen, Riley, Saavi, Vismetha

Book Bingo
Children who complete their Book Bingo in their 
diaries receive certificates from Mrs Utting and their 
name in the prize draw for a book from the book 
vending machine.  

Well done to 
Y3 - Adam R, Alonzo, Dania, Emma, Hara, Isla, 
Karnikaa, Lorenzo, Max,  Sam P, Valerie
Y4 - Emma W, Esmé, Mark, Jacques, Varman, 
Vincent
Y5 - Kenzi, Lile, Mae D, Sophia 
Y6 - Nirtana, Vismetha, Yenuli 

who all completed their Book Bingo this month

Things To Try Before You Leave 
Burlington

In pupils’ reading diaries, and on the school website, 
children can find a list of things to try before they leave 
Burlington Junior School. These lists contain a range of 
tasks which aim to deepen children’s understanding of 
the world around them, support pupils in developing 
positive attitudes and challenge them to read a variety 
of texts. 
Children who complete this receive a special diamond 
award from Mrs Utting for completing all the tasks.

https://www.burlingtonj.kingston.sch.uk/page/?title=Things+to+try+before+you+leave+BJS&pid=99


SEND 
Special educational needs and disability (SEND) register - New customer platform

We're excited to announce the launch of a new online customer platform for our Special Educational Needs 
and Disability (SEND) register. This new service is designed to make signing up and managing personal 
details easier for local families and young people.

What is the SEND Register?
All local authorities must keep a Special Educational SEND Register, as mandated by the Childcare Act 1989. 
Kingston and Richmond's register helps us and health services understand the number and types of needs of 
children and young people with SEND in our area. It also allows us to gather feedback from children, young 
people, parents, and carers to plan and improve services. 

Those on the register receive information on support, services, activities, and events, as well as opportunities 
to influence service development. The register is a valuable resource for co-production and engagement 
throughout the organisation.

Continue reading about the new customer platform.

New customer platform poster here.

PE Kit

Physical Education (PE) is a vital part of our school's curriculum. It is essential that children come to school with the correct PE kit 
and have it available in school throughout the week. We would like to ask parents/carers to encourage pupils to leave PE kits in 
school for the half term. This will help avoid forgotten items and wrong kit, as many children are currently missing lessons due to 
having no kit. Being prepared for PE ensures all our children can fully participate and safely enjoy the PE curriculum.

Please see the images below for the BJS PE Uniform:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qf8LrlzQaiVNBFSPaCoHKmvDQH8yCfZaJC_kIceKSRs/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18KPu1nUb-F0iAY_SqHy15LoAuICI9gbA/view?usp=sharing


Other news

Dear Mrs Utting,

Congratulations to you and your team on the excellent outcomes the disadvantaged pupils at Burlington 
Junior School achieved at the end of the 2024/25 academic year. Your school’s performance places it among 
the very best nationally, and this is a significant achievement.

This success reflects the dedication of your staff and the hard work of your pupils. It shows what can be 
achieved when ambition and commitment come together. Thank you for everything you do to give children 
the best possible opportunities to succeed.

Your school’s achievements demonstrate what is possible, and I hope you will continue to share your 
experience and best practice with others. Even the strongest schools can go further. We encourage you to 
lead the way as a system leader - sharing effective practice, championing networks, supporting collaboration, 
and helping raise standards across the sector.

There are real opportunities available for you to support improvement for a wider group of pupils including 
through:

● engaging actively with your region’s RISE networks and partnering with nearby schools and trusts;
● contributing to regional roundtables and professional communities to spread the approaches that are 

working in your context; and
● sustaining excellence by continuing to focus on disadvantaged pupils

Please pass on my thanks and congratulations to your staff and pupils. I look forward to working with you as 
we strive together to raise standards for all.

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/BF07A2394C6A67CC31B378C9DE76648E0F550A3F45EB3DBFC988AD38C9D28B6B/EABD65F7E7F267692B5C36D79A37CFE5/LE35


Other news
Year 6 Victorian Day

Last week we did many exciting activities and experiments, as we  had the advantage of taking a trip back in time to the 
Victorian era and got to be a scientist too! On Victorian Day we all dressed up as Victorian children  while all the teachers also 
dressed up as strict teachers from this time.We also did some typical Victorian school activities and wrote with ink, which was 
harder than you think. We also made some little toys which were fun to play with. - Sabrina C

Last Thursday everybody came in, but instead of doing your usual maths, English and other lessons we did things a bit 
differently. When we came in we found that our normal, kind teacher had been replaced with a cold-hearted Victorian teacher. 
On this day we all had the wonderful but scary experience of an average day as a Victorian child. Everybody dressed up and it 
was truly an incredible day. I’m sure that the next year 6 will enjoy this thoroughly - Written by Arabella

Science Day

On science day we dressed up and did some experiments with biscuits, and then we went over to the Infants. We were with 
the little reception pupils and we all talked about what we did during our experiment which was similar,  and we also talked 
about what was fun about it. 

This week was fun and full of surprises but my favourite thing we did this week was the Victorian day because of how strict all 
the teachers were acting. - Written by Sabrina

On Friday 9th of January  we became scientists for the day and did a super fun experiment. In this experiment we had a 
different biscuit each, and as a table we dunked the biscuit as much and for as long as we could. It was very fun, and our 
hypothesis was not quite what we expected. It turns out that the best biscuit for dunking was definitely the shortbread biscuit. 
We think that this was because it was much thicker than the other biscuits. The worst biscuit for dunking was the digestive 
biscuit as it simply crumbled and broke whenever it went into the tea, whether it was hot or cold. The fun did not stop there as 
we then got to go to the Infants and chat to them about the experiment. I really enjoyed this part of the day.

This week really was full of surprises and I cannot wait to see what else Year Six brings, for me and my peers. - Written by 
Arabella

Applying to Nursery for September 2026
 
Burlington Nursery is now accepting applications for children to start in 
September 2026.  We are holding open days for prospective parents to 
meet with our Headteacher and visit the Nursery - details of these dates and 
how to book are available on our website (see links below).  Please note, the closing date for Nursery applications is Friday 6 March 
2026.
 
If you have a child who turns 3 by 31st August 2026, and would like to apply for a Nursery place at Burlington, please ensure you submit 
a completed application by 6 March.  We have a number of nursery options available: part time and full time, funded and paid.  Please visit 
the school website for more details and how to apply via our online applications portal: 
https://www.burlingtoni.kingston.sch.uk/admissions/apply-for-nursery-3-years
 
If you have a child who turns 2 by 31st August 2026, we have a limited number of places in our 2 year old Nursery provision.  We offer 
part time funded paid-for places.  Please visit the school website for more details on the types of funding available and how to apply: 
https://www.burlingtoni.kingston.sch.uk/admissions/apply-for-nursery-2-year-olds
 
Please feel free to share this information with friends and family outside of the school who live in the area and may be interested in joining 
our Nursery.  Please contact the Infants School Office if you have any queries or email on admissions@burlingtoni.org.uk

http://teachers.we
https://www.burlingtoni.kingston.sch.uk/admissions/apply-for-nursery-3-years
https://www.burlingtoni.kingston.sch.uk/admissions/apply-for-nursery-2-year-olds


Free pilates classes for Kingston parents
Physical well being is a precursor to good mental health, resilience and wellbeing. Pilates exercise provides a beneficial release from stress enabling you 
to manage better with resilience, calm and ease.
Free pilates poster here.

Free yoga classes for Kingston parents
Physical well being is a precursor to good mental health, resilience and wellbeing. Yoga exercise and mindfulness provides a beneficial release from 
stress enabling you to manage better with resilience, calm and ease.
Free yoga poster here.

Drug and alcohol - Parent webinars
Research from NHS Digital shows that parents are the source that young people would turn to the most if they wanted reliable information and guidance 
on drugs and alcohol - more so than their friends or their phones! - yet the landscape is ever changing.
View drugs and alcohol webinars available to parents and carers here.

⭐ A Huge Thank You to Our PTA! ⭐
We are incredibly grateful to the PTA for their hard 
work and dedication.
Thanks to the fantastic Christmas Fair, £9,000 
was raised for both schools!

Thank you to everyone who gave their time, 
energy, and support to make the fair such a 
wonderful success. 💛

Young Carers

Is your child a Young Carer? The NHS website defines a Young Carer as someone under 18 who helps to look after a relative 
with a disability, illness, mental health condition, or drug or alcohol problem. 

Kingston Carer’s Network provide various means of support to Young Carers in the borough through the Young Carers’ Project, 
details of which can be found at the link below.
https://www.kingstoncarers.org.uk/young-carers/

Other news

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ypgJajKVlIljLac9W_dvjOXuLZVsWmS2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OhNBWU8VMO2FCJ7YgepwaJfeo-eD4aae/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16aqz8N7iE76ny5rEEEESVj7o9jt88BouZZrRXj1HweQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kingstoncarers.org.uk/young-carers/
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And Finally…
Key Dates for February

BJS Safeguarding Leads
Mrs Pip Utting: Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mr Matt Blow: Deputy Headteacher, Deputy Safeguarding Lead
Mrs Caroline Case: Assistant Headteacher and Inclusion Leader, 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead
Ms Deborah Capon: Family Liaison Officer, Deputy Safeguarding 
Lead, Young Carers Lead
Miss Lucy Duncombe: Class Teacher, Assistant SENCO, Deputy 
Safeguarding Lead
Mrs Natalie Yendole: Assistant Headteacher, Deputy 
Safeguarding Lead 
Governors
Rebecca Campbell: Safeguarding Governor

Parent Forum Meeting - Friday 13th 
February 9am

Please use this form to raise any questions for 
the upcoming Parents and Carers' Forum on 
Friday 13th February. Parents and Carers' 
Forum is for talking about school-wide issues, 
so if you have a question that's specific to your 
child, please talk to your child's class teacher. If 
you can get your questions in by Friday 6th 
February, that will give us time to be ready with 
answers the following week.
Matt West, Year 5 Teacher

Google form - Parent Forum Questions

OPAL Play

We are continuing to make progress with our OPAL play project. The children have still been actively 
involved in various sports, games,  mud making, den building, scooters, crates and other fun activities 
during lunch. 
We have a weekly OPAL assembly to talk about play and introduce activities and discuss any associated 
risks and benefits. We also have a group of OPAL monitors who are really useful in trying and testing 
activities and coming up with solutions for common play issues. 
We still need a regular supply of old scooters, buggies, wheeled cars, dress up clothes and donated 
wellies. These will all be put to good use. 
The winter time is also a harder time for OPAL, but we are trying to encourage the children to still use our 
field and grounds as much as possible. This may result in slightly more muddier clothes than normal.

Mobile Phones

We would like to kindly remind everyone about not using your 
mobile phones in the playground before and after school. 
These times are important opportunities for children to 
interact with their friends, play safely, and connect with the 
adults around them.

By keeping mobile phones away, we can all help ensure:

● Children feel fully supervised and supported

● The playground remains a safe and welcoming space

● Parents and carers can enjoy spending a few 
moments connecting with their children

We truly appreciate your cooperation and understanding in 
helping us create a positive environment for everyone. Thank 
you for your continued support.

W/C Monday 2nd February Y5 Bikeability
Friday 6th February Goodall Class Assembly - 

2.50pm
Thursday 12th February MANGO afternoon - 

2.15pm - 3.25pm
Friday 13th February Turing Class Assembly - 

2.50pm

Monday 16th February - Friday 20th February 
HALF TERM

Monday 23rd February INSET Day - school closed
Tuesday 24th February Book Week 
Thursday 26th February Wakata and Peake trip to 

Hampton Court
Friday 27th February Jemison and Sharman trip 

to Hampton Court
Friday 27th February Dress up as a book 

character 

https://forms.gle/UyEiC5uJHQ8g3Kw3A













